
Art & Design                                               Knowledge Organiser – Year 1 – Colour 
 

What should I know already? What will I know by the end of the unit? 

 To paint using different size brushes, 
including your fingers. 

 To recognise and name different colours. 

 To have experience in mixing colours.  

 To experiment with different media and 
tool sizes.  

 To explore making colours lighter and 
darker.  

 To mix primary colours to make 
secondary colours, making predictions 
as to what will happen. 

 To know all basic colour names.  

Focus artist: Focus artwork: 
Vincent Van Gogh 

 
(1853 - 1890) Vincent Willem 
van Gogh was a Dutch post-
impressionist painter. His 

work had a great influence on 
modern art because of its 
striking colours and 
emotional power.  

 
Unbelievably he only sold one painting in his 
lifetime, called ‘The Red Vineyard’. Like many 
painters he only became famous after he died.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunflowers (1888) 

Timeline: 

 
Vocabulary I will need to know: 

Post-Impressionism An art movement using vivid colours and real-life subject matter to 
show emotion and expression in the paintings. 

Primary colours The three primary colours are red, yellow and blue. 

Secondary colours Colours made by mixing two primary colours together. The three 
secondary colours are orange, green and purple. 

Mix Combine or put together different colours. 

Light A brighter colour than the colour you start with. 

Dark A duller colour than the colour you start with. 

Different media Using different types of art materials (paint, crayon, chalk etc.) 

Water colour paint A paint where you add water to the pigments to use. 

Ready mixed paint A ready to use, water based poster paint.  

Acrylic paint A fast-drying paint containing pigment in an acrylic emulsion. 

Colour Mixing Guide: 
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